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LOCALISM ACT 2011 - UPDATE 
The future of standards in South Cambridgeshire   

On 15 November 2011 the 
Localism Act received Royal 
Assent. There are significant 
changes to the standards 
regime which the District 
Council and parish councils 
must address. There’s a lot to 
take in and we ask that all 
parish councils consider the 
implications 
as soon as 
possible and 
make 
decisions 
about how 
you will fulfill 
your new 
obligations. 

First of all, 
a Code of Conduct will not be 
optional: all authorities are 
required to have one and it 
must be consistent with the 
Nolan Principles of selflessness, 
integrity, objectivity, 
accountability, openness, 
honesty and leadership, as well 
as include a requirement for 
registration and disclosure of 
interests.  

The Heads of Legal Services 
at the Cambridgeshire district, 
city and county councils, and 

the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Association of 
Local Councils (CPALC) 
recommend that all 
Cambridgeshire authorities, 
parish, district, unitary and 
county, adopt the same Code 
of Conduct and the same 
procedures, to ensure consist-

ency 
across all 
tiers of 
local 
govern-
ment and 
to reduce 
confusion, 
especially 
for dual- or 

triple-hatted members who 
might find themselves subject 
to two or more separate 
Codes. The wording of the new 
Code is still being considered 
and will hopefully be agreed in 
the next few weeks, before 
going to each council for 
approval. 

Guidance on what is to be 
entered into the new register 
of interests will be published in 
separate regulations. All 
original registers of interest will 
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WHAT DO YOU 
NEED TO DO? 

• promote and maintain 
high standards of 
conduct;  

• adopt a Code of 
Conduct covering 
general conduct and 
registration and 
disclosure of interests 
other than disclosable 
pecuniary interests 
(DPIs), and publicise it – 
this can be done by 
adopting the District 
Council’s Code when 
the wording has been 
agreed;  

• adopt standing orders to 
require members to 
withdrawal from 
meetings for DPIs and, 
possibly, other interests;  

• make arrangements 
to have registers of 
interest completed 
and returned to the 
Monitoring Officer – 
make sure SCDC 
always has a 
complete list of your 
current parish 
councillors; 

• put a copy of all 
registers of DPIs on your 
website, if you have 
one; and 

• adopt parish 
procedures for co-
operating with 
investigations or 
taking action if a 
breach of the Code 
of Conduct has been 
found. 

NEW ARRANGEMENTS 

MUST BE IN PLACE BY 1 JULY 

2012. FOR MANY PARISHES, 

THIS WILL MEAN ADOPTION 

AT YOUR ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING. 
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continue to be maintained by 
the Monitoring Officer. What is 
new is that all parish council 
interests must be published on 
the District Council website, as 
well as on your parish council 
website if you have one.  

Also new is the requirement 
to register interests for your 
spouse, civil partner or person 
with whom you are cohabiting 
as if married, and any other 
adults living with you.  Willful 
failure to register these 
interests, or to disclose them at 
meetings and then to 

participate in business in which 
you have an interest, will be 
considered a criminal offence. 

Although the District 
Council remains responsible for 
dealing with all allegations of 
breaches of the Code, each 
parish council should have 
arrangements in place for how 
it will co-operate with any 
SCDC investigations and what 
action it will take if a breach is 
found. 

The Standards Committee is 
holding its next meeting on 
Wednesday 14 March 2012 at 

10 am, to make its 
recommendations to Council 
on 26 April 2012 for the new 
Code and other standards 
arrangements. These meetings 
will be open to the public.  

If your parish council has 
any comments on the 
changes, or questions, please 
forward them in writing to the 
Monitoring Officer 
(monitoring.officer 
@scambs.gov.uk) by no later 
than Friday 2 March 2012. 

 

DETAILED CHANGES 
What does the Localism Act require?    

On 14 December 2011 the Standards Committee considered a detailed report about all of the changes. 
The report and appendices are available in full on the Council’s website, www.scambs.gov.uk/standards 
(click Browse meetings and agendas for this committee, then select 14 December 2011). 
• All authorities must promote and maintain high standards of conduct; 
• All authorities will be required to adopt a code of conduct; 
• The code must be consistent with the Nolan Principles of selflessness, integrity, objectivity, 

accountability, openness, honesty and leadership; 
• The code must include a requirement for members to register and disclose pecuniary and interests 

other than pecuniary interests; 
• The adoption, revision or replacement of the code must be publicised to bring it to the attention of 

persons living in the area; 
• Parish councils must have a code, but may adopt the district council’s code as their own code; 
• Principal councils are to deal with allegations of breach in relation to parish councillors; 
• Local authorities will have to put in place a system to investigate allegations that members have 

breached the code (both district and parish members); 
• The current requirement to have standards committees is replaced by a requirement to have 

“arrangements” to deal with allegations.  Those arrangements must include provision for the 
appointment of at least one independent person whose views are to be sought and taken into 
account before making a decision about an allegation it had decided to investigate; 

• A person against whom a complaint is made may also seek the views of the independent person; 
• An independent member cannot be appointed unless the vacancy has been advertised, an 

application has been submitted and the appointment approved by the Council; 
• The Monitoring Officer must continue to maintain a Register of Interests for both district and parish 

councillors and it is for the Council to decide what should be entered on the Register; 
• The Register must be available for public inspection and published on the principal authority’s 

website (including parish registers). Parish Councils, if they have a website, must also publish a copy of 
their registers on its website; 

• A “Pecuniary Interest” is a “disclosable pecuniary interest” which will be described in further 
Regulations. 


